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The City Charter. 


ANNE, 


Bp the Grace of God, of Great- 
Britain, France, and Ireland, 
* QUEEN, Defender of the Faith, 
etc, | 


TO all to whom theſe our preſent 
Letters. ſhall come, Health, &c. 


. | WHEREAS 


- 
# 


\ \ HEREAS our well beloved and 


faithful ſubjects, the Mayor, * Burgeſſes, 
and Commonalty, of our city of Britt, 
have, by their humble petition, prayed 
us to grant to them, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, all and ſingular the powers, juriſ- 
dictions, and franchiſes, which they, by 
virtue of grants, or letters patent to 


p 


them, from dur royal anceſtors, have 
enjoyed: together with ſuch additions, 
regulations, and privileges, which to us, 


In 


* Prior to the charter granted by John Earl of 
Morgen, to his burgeſles of Bristol, in the reign 
of Richard che Firſt, the chief officer was termed 
* Prepoſitor and” Redcliff;”/ before it was united 


to Bristol, was governed by a Prepoſitor alſo. 


See Annals of Bristol. 
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in our great wiſdom, ſhould ſeem con- 
venient to grant to them, for the eſ- 
tabliſhment and good government of 
our faid city: Now Tinow Pe, That 
we, the melioration of our city of Bris- 
tol, and the commonalty of the ſame, 
graciouſly affecting and willing, that in 
the ſame city and county * of the ſame, 
there may continually be had, one cer- 
tam and undoubied manner of keeping 
of the peace, and better ruling and 
governing the people there; and that 
the city aforeſaid, may for ever be, 
and remain a city of peace and quiet, 
for reward of the good, and terror of 
evil doers; and hoping, that if the 

B 2 citizens 


Bristol was made a county of itſelf, diftinft 
from Glocestershure and Somersetshire, by a charter 
iſſued from Woodstock, dated Auguſt the eighth, in 
the forty-ſeventh of the reign of Edward the-Thurd, 


(8 ) 

cikinens of the ſaid ay, and their 
a * our grant, ſhall 
vileges, that then, pr will think them- 

ſelves obliged - to exhibit and more 

ſirenuouſly and diligently to employ and 
exert - themſelves in the ſervice of us. 
our heirs, and ſucceſſors; of our eſpe- 
cial. grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, as alſo to gratify our ſaid well 
beloved and faithſal ſubjeds, the Mayor, 
| Burgeſſes, and Commonalty of our city 
of Bristol aforeſaid, by granting their 
petition, We habe Willed, and do 
by theſe preſents, ordain, and grant, 
That the aforeſaid city of Bristol be, 


p and remain for ever à city * incorpo- 


rate 


3 " Brio? was made a city by charter, iſſued from 


Westminster,, and ed July the fifth, in the thirty- 
| fourth 


(09 
rate” and county of itſelf, with ſuch, 
and as ample boundaries, as well by 
water 8 land, e 28 the faid city hath 
at 


fourth of che reign of Henry che Eighth 3 which 
grant might be owing to the following circumſtance. 
In the year 1334, Henry and his train went to 
Thornbury, and the Mayor of Bristot ſent the King 
ten fat oxen and forty ſheep; and to Queen 
Ann, a filver cup and cover, with one hundred 


marks of gold. It is alſo ſaid, that King Henry 
went diſguiſed from Thornbury to Bristol; when, 
after viewing the city, he faid to a Mr. Thorn, 
& This is now but the towne of Bristol, but I will 
« make it the ciTyY of Bristol: which he after- . 
wards did, 

See Annals of Bristol. 


In the ſaid charter, granted by John Earl of 
Moreton aforeſaid, it is ordained, that the Bur- 
geſſes of Bristol may have and poſſeſs all lands and 
void places within the ſpecihed bounds of the city, 
to build thereon; and the Mayor and Corporation. 
claim this right to this day, as lords of the waſte, 
from this very Charter, and have thereby annexed 


great 
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at any time, for the ſpace of forty years 
laſt paſt, been limited and bounded : And 
alſo, That the aforeſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, 
and Commonalty, of the ſaid city of 
Bristol, and their ſucceſſors, be, ſhall be, 
and for ever remain a BODY CORPO- 
RATE and POLITIC, in Dzzo, Facr, 
and Name, by the name of MAYOR, * 

BUR- 


great eſtates to the city's uſe. All Queen's-Square, 


King-Street, &c. was city waſte, and part of St. 
Auguſtine's-Back, all Prince's-Street, and the Quay, 
Grave, and Back. 

See. Annals of Bristol. 


* It was Henry the Third, who firſt permitted 


che Burgeſſes of Bristol to chooſe a Mayor, after 


the manner of London, and wich him were choſen 
two other officers, called * Prepoſitors. Anne 


Dom. 1216. 


Firſt MAvOR. 
Adam le Page. 


PR EPOSITORVS. 


Stephen Hankin. Reginald Hazard. 


— 


i 
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BURGESSES,* and COMMONALTY, ' of 
the city of Bristol. And we do ordain 
chr well-beloved, Robert Bound, Eſq. now 
Mayor of the ſaid city, a continuation 
in the ſame. office, until the fifteenth 
day of September next coming, and 
from thence, until one other into the 
ſaid office of Mayor ſhall be elected 


and 


* It was by | grant of Charter in the aforeſaid 
King Henry the Third's reign, that the Burgeſſes 
of Redcliff were firſt conſidered as the Burgeſſes of 
Bristol, and both governed by one Mayor, &c. 
and ſoon after being thus incorporated into one 
body, the Mayor, Burgeſſes, &c. of Bristol, with 
the conſent, and joint charges of the men of Red- 
cliff, began the building of a large ſtone bridge over 


the Avon, 


Henry the Third alſo confirmed the Charter of 
King John, and granted to the Burgeſſes an additional _ 
liberty, that none of them ſhould be puniſhed for 


veniſon found within the walls of the town. 


See Annals of Bristol. 
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and ſworn, if the | faid Robert Bound 
ſhall ſo long behave - himſelf well in 
the ſaid office. We have alſo aſſigned 
our truſty and well beloved Robert Eyre, 
Knight (one of our Juſtices aſſigned to 
hold Pleas before Us) and the preſent 
Recorder of the faid city, to be, and 
remain Recorder of the city of Bristol 
aforeſaid ; ſo long as he ſhall behave 
himſelf well in the ſame office. And 
we appoint and | paminate the aforeſaid 
Robert Eyre, the preſent firſt Alderman 
of our city aforeſaid, to be, and re- 
main, and every other Recorder of the 
ſame city hereafter, to be, and remain, 


the Firſt Alderman of the city of Bris- 


lol aforeſaid, as long as he ſhall remain 
Recorder of the ſame city. And alſo 
eur well - beloved William Fackson, Hil- 


kam 


(3 ) 
lam Swymmer, Robert Yate, Samuel Wallis, 
Joln Bacheler, Eſquires, Milliam Daines, 
Join Hawkins, William Lemis, Francis. 
Whitchurch, and Nathaniel Day, Eſquires, 
the preſent Aldermen of the city afore- 
ſaid, and alſo, George Stephens, Eſquire, 
lately elected Alderman of the ſame city; 
to be, and remain _ Aldermen of the 
city of Bristol, and to continue in the 
ſaid office as long as they {hall behave 
themſelves well. We alſo, have af- 
ſigned Robert Bound, now Mayor of the 
ſaid city, Sir Robert Eyre, William Fack- 
son, William Swymmer, Robert Yate, Sa- 
muel Wallis, ohm Bacheler, William Daines, 
John Hawkins, William Lewis, Francis 
Whitchurch, Nathaniel Day, George Ste- 
phens, Aldermen, and our well- beloved 
Wilkam Whithead, Eſquire, late Mayor, 

S and 
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and James Haynes and Thomas Clement, 
Eſquires, preſent Sheriffs, alſo our well - 
beloved Giles Merricke, Richard Bayly, 
Abraham Elton, Christopher Shuter, Thomas 
Hort," Henry Whitehead, Anthony Swymmer, 
Henry Walter, Morgan Smith, Abraham 
Hook, Nicholas Hicks, Ones:phorous Tin- 
dall, Thomas Tyler, Philip Fele, and 
Join Day, late Sheriffs of the county 
of the city of Bristol aforeſaid, and 
alſo William Bayley, Hugh Bickham, John 
Lloyd, and Edmund Mountjoy, citizens and 
burgeſſes, and the preſent Common Coun- 
e of "the chey of Brite! aforeſaid, to 


be, and remain Common Council Men, 


and the Common Council of the ſaid 
city, as long as they ſhall behave them- 
ſelves well. And alſo, we have aſſigned 
James Haynes and Thomas Clement, Eſqrs. 


now 


( 15 
now Sheriffs, to be, and remain Sheriffs 


of the county and city of Bristol, until 
the fiſteenth day of September next, 
and from thence till two others of the 


Common Council of the ſaid city into 


the office of Sheriffs ſhall be elected 
and ſworn ; provided they behave well. 


We alſo have aſſigned John Romsey, 
Eſquire, the preſent Common Clerk, to 
be, and remain Common Clerk of our 
city of Bristol aforeſaid, as long as he 
{hall behave himſelf well. And our 
well - beloved Nathamel Wade, Eſquire, 
the preſent Steward of the Sheriffs Court 
of the city of Bristol, to be and re- 
main in the ſaid office, as jong as he 
{hall well behave. And moreover, we 
do aſſign, that Martin Nelme and James 


Millard, Gentlemen, the preſent Coro- 


C 2 ners, 


J 


( 16 )) 
ners, to be, and remain Coroners of 
our city of Bristol, as long as they 
hall behave themſelves well in the ſaid 


office, 


And whereas, by the death of ſome 
of the Common Council, and by reaſon 
of the refuſal of ſome of the Burgeſſes 
to be of the ſaid Common Council, even 
when they were duly elected, seven per- 
sons are now wanting to make the afore- 
ſaid number of forly and two of the 
Common Council of the ſaid city, be- 
ſides the Mayor, Tinow Ve, that we 
ordain the Mayor of Bristol, for the time 
being, and the perſons before named 
and conſtituted Common Council Men 
of the ſaid city, or the major part of 
them, at ſome time, or times before the 


fifteenth 


} . 


- 
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fifteenth day of September next, ſhall 
chooſe, and prefer ſo many of the Bur- 
geſſes of the city of Bristol, as may fill 
up the number of forty and two of the 
Common Council, beſides the Mayor of 
We further will, That 
the perſons before conſtituted of the 


the ſaid city. 


Common Council, or the major part of 
them ſhall, without delay, make reaſon- 
able laws and ordinances in writing, with 
TEX penalties as to them {ſhall ſeem 
expedient, to compel every perſon into 
the office of a Common Council Man, 
or into any other office, by them, the 
Mayor, &c. ſuch perſon, or perſons, be- 
ing reſpectively elected. And alſo, That 
the Common Council of the ſaid city, 
or the major part of them, may, and 
ſhall have full power of ordaining, and 
| eſtabliſhing 


eſtabliſhing from time to time, ſuch 


reaſonable laws * and constitulions, in wri- 


ting, as to them {ſhall seem wholesome and 
necessary, for the — of the city 
Aforeſaid, with its liberties and ſuburbs, 
and of all, and fingular officers, miniſters, 

artificers, 


* Even as early as Anno Dom. 1345, William 
de Colford, the Recorder of Brzstol, at the requeſt 
of the Commonalty, drew up the ordinances, cuſ- 
toms, and liberties of the town, and recorded them 
m writing, together with the bye-laws, and other 
memorable things, for a perpetual remembrance ; and 
the Mayor, calling to his aid forty-eight of the prin- 
_ eipal citizens, they agreed on many uſeful 15 
which vere confirmed by the Charter obtained of 
Edward the Third, Amongſt many regulations, it 
was ordered, that no leprous man might ſtay within 
the precincts of the town, nor any common woman 
within its walls; that no whore ſhould ever appear in 
the ſtreets, or even within the Bars in St. James's, 
with their heads uncovered, without being liable to ſe- 


vere puniſhment, 


See Annals of Bristol. 
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artificers, inhabitants, and perſons what- 


ever, reſiding within the ſaid city, or 
its liberties, "and, for the declaring in 
what manner the ſaid Common Council, 
and all the inhabitants thereof ſhall de- 
mean and behave themſelves, for the 
public good, common profit, and good go- 
vernment of the city of Bristol aforeſaid. 
And that the Common Council, or the 
major part of them, as often as they 
ſhall make and eſtabliſh ſuch laws in 
form aforeſaid, ſhall impoſe ſuch, and 
the like puniſhments and penalties, by 
fines and amerciaments, or by either 
of them, in, and upon all offenders 
a againſt ſuch laws and conſtitutions, or 
any of them, as they, the Common 
Council of the city of Bristol, ſhall ſeem 


fit for the obſervation of the ſame laws: 


and 


( 0 ) 
and the ſame fines, by diſtreſs of goods 
and chattels, actions of debt, or other- 
wiſe, in a lawſul matter ſhall, and may 
Tecover, and poſſeſs themſelves of, to the 
uſe of the ſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, and 
Commonalty of our city of Bristol afore- 
ſaid, and their ſucceſſors for ever: with- 
out any account thereof to be rendered, 
or paid to us, our heirs, .or ſucceſſors, 
All which laws, ſo as aforeſaid to be 
made, We will, That they be obſerved 
under the penalties in the ſame con- 
tamed, Provided, That fuch laws be 
reasonable, and be not repugnant to the 
laws and 1 of our kingdom of Great 
Britain. And we Will alſo, That the 
Common Council of our city of Bristol, 
ſhall remain for ever, to have in all 
cauſes whatſoever, the like power and 


truſt, 


62 
truſt, 48 the Cotto Cbuneil of oh 
faid city, at any time heretofore | had, 
er enjoyed. We Will alto, That at 
ofteri as it ſhall happen that any AE 
derman ſhall die; or from the office of 
an Alderman be removed, it fhall be 
lawful for the Mayor to ſummon all the 
Aldermem of the faid city to afſemble in 
my place within the city, arid there, 
the Mayor and Aldermen, or the ma- 
jor Part of then, ſhall elect and no- 
minatè, and ſhall have power to nomĩ- 
nate and chooſe; one, or more of the 
Common Council of our ſaid city of 
Bristol for the time being, to fucceed 


in the place,” or places, of Alderman, 
or Aldermen, ſo dead, or removed as 
aforeſaid. We Will also, That when- 
derer it ſhall happen, that either the 

D 3 Mayor, 


(-+2 ) 
Mayor, Recorder, Sheriffs, Common Coun- 
cil Men, Common Clerk, Steward of 
the Court of Sheriffs, or Coroners of 
the city aforeſaid, for the time being, 
ſhould die, or from his, or their office, 
or offices, be romaved, or depart, or 


their election become void by, incapa- 


city or renunciation, or otherwiſe how- 
ſoever, that then, and in every ſuch caſe 
ſome other fit person, or perſons, in 
due manner ſhall be choſen into ſuch. 
office or offices reſpectively, by the Com- 
mon Council of our ſaid city of Bris- 
tol, ps the major part of them: and 
ſhall be ſworn by the Mayor of our 
aid city, or by ſuch other perſon, or 
perſons, at ſuch times, and in ſuch 
place and manner, as in our ſaid city, 
in that reſpect, for the ſpace of forty 


years 


( 23) 
years laſt paſt, has been uſed and ac- 
cultomed, We, by these Pres ents 
require and command, That every Re- 
corder of the ſaid city, hereafter to be 


choſen, {hall be, at the time of his elec- 
tion, a Barriſter by the ſpace of five 


__ years at the leaſt, before ſuch election. 


And alſo, That no one ſhall, at any 


time hereafter, be choſen. to the office 


of Common Clerk, or to the office of 


Steward of the Sheriff's * Court of the 


county 


* Edward the Third, for the good behaviour of 
the burgeſſes towards him, and for their ſervices 
by their ſhips in times paſt, and for a fine of 
ſix hundred marks by them paid, granted the town 
of Bristol to be henceforth a county of itſelf, 
to have one Sheriff, out of three returned into 
Chancery, to be choſen by the King, who is to 
be the Eſcheator : the Sheriff to hold his Court 
the firſt Monday in every month, and the Mayor 


to 
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Rartiſter of three years at the leaſt be- 3 
| fore 


% hold his Court as hath been accuſtomed. .... | 1 
The Mayor, aftef bis gleftion, ſhall take his oath 
before his next predeceſſor Mayor in the Guildhall, 
and not be preſented to the Conſtable of the 
Caſtle, to be by him accepted. That the Mayor 

and Supi age, 40 hear end determine the, ſeveral 


offences, and no other Juſtice to intermeddle; and 


that the Mayor have power to enroll deeds of 
lands, tenements, &c. within the ſaid town, in 
like manner as in Chancery; with power to prove 


wills of lands, &c. within the ſaid town, and to 
put legacies into execution: and in caſe any thing 
difficult ſhould happen, the Mayor and Sheriff may 
chooſe forty honeſt men, who, together, ſhall have 


power to make bye-laws, "and to. raiſe taxes for 


the neceſſity and profit of the town, At the 


ſame time, the King gave a grant to twelve 
men of Bristol, twelve of Glocestershise, and twelve 
i of Somersetshire, , by preambulation, to fix by ver- 
| diet, the boynds of the town. 8 


| : Joux VyEII was the firſt Sheriff. 


a See Annals of Bristol. 


* 
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fore fuch their election. And we 
furcher Will, That the Mayor, Ne- 
corder, and Aldermen of the ſame city, 


for the time being, and for ever here- 


aſter, ſhall, and may be our Juſtice 


and Juſtices for keeping the peace of 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, within the 
city and county aforeſaid, and the liber- 
ties thereof, We Will also, That the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of 

the 


Henry the Sixth coming to Bristol, in the 
year 1445, granted to the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and 


Commonalty, that they "ſhould hold and occupy. 


the town to their ſucceſſors unto the end, and 
during the term of fixty years," in reverſion of 
twenty years to be ended. And, moreover, he 
granted to the Mayor, &c. during the ſaid term 
of ſixty years, certain liberties, franchiſes, & ce 
under a ceriain form, yielding, and paying yearly, 
to King Henry the Sixth and his heirs, at the 
end of the ſaid twenty years, during the ſaid 


term 


(6) 
the ſaid erty for the time being, or any 
three or more of them, whereof the 
Mayor 


term of ſixty years, one kundred and two pounds, 
fifteen ſhillings, and fix pence, at the feaſt of 
Eaſter, and St. Michael the Archangel, by equal 
portions : to the Abbot . of Tewksbury, fourteen 
pounds ten ſhillings ; to the Prior of St, James of 
Bristol, and to his ſucceſſors for the time being, 
for the annual rent of the mill of the ſaid town, 
three pounds ; to the Conſtable of the Caſtle of 
Bristol, and his officers for the time being, that 
b ſay, to the porter of the gate, and watchmen 
ef the caſtle, and to the forreſter of Kingswood, 
thirty - nine pounds, fourteen ſhillings, and ſix pence ; 
to be paid during the term of ſixty years, as 
aforeſaid. Henry the Sixth alſo granted all 
fines, forſeitures, &c. 1 as full manner as if he 
Bad retained the town in his own hands, ſo that 
the Mayor and Commonalty may levy, gather and 
receive, and retain, all goods forfeited to the 
uſe and, profit of the ſame Mayor and Common- 
alty, and. their ſucceſſors for ever : and alſo have 
he Court of View of Frank- pledge, &c. (che 


afcheat of lands and tenements in times to come 


happening 


(27) 
Mayor and Recorder of the city afore- 


ſaid, ſhall be two; now and for ever 


hereafter, 


happening being always excepted.) All the be- 
fore mentioned privileges, liberties, &c. within 
the ſaid town and precincts thereof, happening, or 
to happen, he granted fully and -wholly-:to the 
Mayor, &c. yielding and paying one hundred and 
two pounds, fifteen ſhillings, and fix pence, in 


manner as aforeſaid. 


Henry the Seventh alſo, in the fifteenth year 
of his reign, granted, and confirmed by charter, 
to the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty of the 
town of Bristol, the annexed privileges. ++». That they 
ſhall have fix Aldermen, the Recorder to be one, 
with like powers as the Aldermen of London, 

to be choſen the firſt time by the Mayor and 
Common Council, and always after by the Alder- 
men. And that the two Bailiffs, to be choſen 
as of old hath been uſed, ſhall likewiſe be She- 
riffs of the county, and be ſworn into, and exe- 
cute both offices. And the Mayor, and two of 
of the Aldermen, inſtead of the Sheriffs as before, 
are (with the aſſent of the Commonalty) to 

chooſe 
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hereaſtee, ſhall be Juſtices 6f us, -6tir 
Heirs, and ſucceſſors, to enquire by the 


oaths 


chooſe the forty Common Coutcil, with the ſame 
powers as were granted to them by the charter 
of che 47th of Edward the Third. And that 
for the future, there ſhall be one Chamberlain,“ 
irn rl | F Who 
A 


e offie if Chintbe#liin wat at fot Executed 
in Briſtol by the Prepositors, Senesthalls, f and 
Bailiffs guccessively, and was neglefted, to the 
damage of the town, by their daily attendance 
upon other affairs: but they were discharged of 
the care of the public buildings, Sc. by ordi- 
nances thirty - third Henry the Sixth, which were 
committed to the two Chamberlains appointed thirty» 
fifth Henry the Sixth, But one only was insti- 
tuted to that office by ordinance twentietn of Fe- 
bruary, ninth Edward the Fourth, to whom it 
belonged to receive all rents and other profits of 


the City Chamber, except Burgess monty, Fish mo- 
wey, and the profits of the Common Hall and 
Castle Mills : and he was to have a Collector 
under lum, to account before Auditors, and to 

£ | have 
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oaths of good and lawful men of the 
county of our city of Bristol aforeſaid, 


who ſhall be elected by the Mayor and the Com- 
mon Council in the Guildhall : the perſon ſo elec- 
ted, ſhall be a burgeſs, aud continue in that office 
fo long as the Mayor and Common Council ſhall 
pleaſe. He ſhall alſo take his oath to perform the 
office of Chamberlain before the Mayor, &c. and 


alſo ſhall have a ſeal affixed to his office, with the 


like powers as the Chamberlain of the city of Lon- 


NE . don. 


have eight 8 wagen 'B ut Henry the Seventh 
more fully Settled this office, as appears by the 
annexed abstraft of the Charter granted by him. 
By the increase of the public lands and stock of 
the city, the Chamberlain' s buginess is vastly en- 
larged, and it demands more than common attention 
and care to pursue it with propriety ; whence 
4 very able, diligent, and upright man, has been 
deemed necessary for s0 important an office, and 
his stißend has been enlarged, as a greater vart- 
ety of business has devolved upon him. 


See History of Bristol. 
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as well within the liberties as without, 


by whom the truth of the matter may 
be 


don. That if any of ne town of Bristol, &c. 
for the future; ſhall be diſobedient to the ordinances 
of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, 
or ſhall be any ways abetting or cauſing diſturb- 
ance, on the election of che Mayor, or any other 
officer, the offender ſhall be puniſhed according to 
the law of the kingdom of England, by the 
Mayor, and two of the Aldermen. And alſo the 
ſaid Mayor ſhall have power to take the probates of 
wills of lands, tenements, rents, and tenures, with- 
in the ſaid town and ſuburbs thereof, bequeathed 
within wo. years afier the death, of the teſtator : ſo 
that ſuch tenements and legacies be proclaimed in full 
Court of the Guildhall of Bristol, and enroled in 
the rolls of the ſame Court, che enrolment ſhall be 
of record, and from thence, the ſaid 2 5 and 
his ſucceſſors, may have power to put the egarics 
aforeſaid i in executiorr by his officers, in form of law, 


And that the Mayor and one Alderman, may hold 


their Courts, and ſach pleas and plaints as at any 


time before have uſed and accuſtomed for the time 


being for ever. Ana that all fines and amerci- 


aments 


L a 2 


4 


be beſt known of all treaſons, rapes, 


and other felonies whatever; and allo, 
| of 


aments ſhall come to the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the town, without accounting to the King, his 


heirs, or ſucceſſors, 


Alſo, the ſaid Henry the Seventh, in the firſt 
year of his reign, dated at Weſtminſter, Septem- 
ber the twenty-fourth, did give and grant to 
Thomas Hoſkins, the office of Bailiff of the 
Water of the town of e ſor term of his 
life, and at his deceaſe it is granted to the 
Mayor and Commonalty to chooſe one of the Bur- 
geſſes of the ſald town to that office, and he ſo 
to continue ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe the Mayor, 
&c. for the time being, and he ſhall. be named, 
Baitirr or ru WartER, | otherwiſe Water 
Bailiff of the ſaid town: and the Mayor, &c, 
ſhall have the power to. nominate and fix the 
wages, fees, &c. to the ſaid office due and an- 
ciently accuſtomed, yielding to the King and his 
heirs a rent of four marks of lawful money of 
England yearly, at the feaſt of St. Michael the 
Archangel, and to be accountable for no more than 

the 


E 2 
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of all treſpaſſes and miſdemeanors with- 
in the ſaid city and its liberties, by 


whom- 


/ 


the four marks as aforeſaid, to be paid for the ſame 


office, 


Anno Dom. 1581, Queen Elizabeth granted the 
city fix more Aldermen added to the former fix, 
with the like powers, according to the direction of 
this and other charters ; agreeable to this charter, 
fix Aldermen were fworn this year, and the city 
was divided into twelve wards, over which were ſet 
eleven Aldermen, the Recorder always making the 
wwelfib. 


Charles the Firſt, by a charter dated at Weſt- 
minſter, thirteenth of April, fifth year of his reign, 
granted, that the Caſtle, with the walls, banks, 
ditches, houſes, gardens, &c. within the Precincts 
of the Caſtle, be henceforth for ever ſeparated 
from the county of Gloceſter, and part of the city 
and county of Bristol, and to be within the bounds, 


juriſdiction and authority of the Mayor, Sheriffs, 


Coroners, and Juſtices, &c. and that no officer of 


the county of Gloceſter intermeddle, and that all the 
inhabitants of the Caſtle ſhall be made freemen of 
Bristol, 


13 
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whomſoever, or howſoever done or 
committed. And alſo, to hear, and de- 


termine 


Bristol, and that the Mayor ſhall anſwer alike for 
the Caſtle, although it be parcel of the Crown lands. 
But in 1631, the Caſtle was purchaſed of Charles 
the Firſt, for nine hundred and fifty-nine pounds, 
in reverſion after three lives, which the Corpora- 
tion alſs bought off afterwards, 


Is the year 1683, Charles the Second granted 
a new charter, by which he confirms it as a city 
incorporate, and county within itfelf, with the ſame 
bounds uſually enjoyed, and grants the fame powers 
to the Mayor and two Sheriffs, &c. That they 
may have a common ſeal, and take the oaths ap- 
pointed by aft of Parliament for Corporations : 
that the Common Council Men may not exceed 
forty-three, to continue for their natural lives, who 
are to have power to make laws, &c. but not con- 


trary to the ſtatutes of the realm; and to be in 


force but one year, if the LORD Caancertton 
approves thereof, The Mayor and Sheriffs to be 
always choſen the fifteenth of September, and all 
| the oaths adminiſlered the twenty-ninth, If the 
Mayor or Sheriff ſhould die, another to be elefted 


by 
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termine all indictments whatſoever taken 


before the ſame Juſtices, of us, our heirs 


and 


by the Common Council. A Recorder“ to be 
choſen, a Batriſter of five years flanding, to be ap- 
proved under the royal hand. That there be twelve 
Aldermen, the Recorder the ſenior Alderman. That 
they be reſident in the city, and no one elected for 
Mayor, Sheriff, or Alderman, that ſhall voluntarily 
abſent himſelf when to be ſworn, and a fine, not 
exceeding five hundred pounds, be impoſed on thoſe 
refuſing to be choſen, unleſs they ſwear that they are 
not worth two thouſand pounds, The Mayor and 
Aldermen to be Juſtices of the Peace, and to puniſh 
offenders at the Seſſions four times a year. That 
2 Town Clerk + be choſen by them, a Barriſter of 


three 


In all probability, Wilkam de Colford was the 
first Recorder of Briſtol, as early as the eighteenth 
of Edward the Third, 


'+ This office is very ancient here, By an order of 
the third and fourth of Philip and Mary, resi- 
dence is enjoined him, that he may aluays assst 
the Mayor, Se. with his advice, Graw up or- 
Irre, Sc. 0 


C 38: 3 


and ſucceſſors, or any other our late 
Juſtices, or any of them within the 


county 


three years handing, and a Steward of the Sheriffs“ 
Court, alſo, two Coroners. The Mayor, &c. to 
have the regulation of the markets, and may have 
three fairs for wool, and five other fairs for horſes, 
&. And alſo, tha: they may keep the Pie- 
powder-Court there, at the ſaid fairs, with the liber- 
ties and cuſtoms thereof, 


On the thirteenth of January, 1687, there came 
a letter and order of Council from King James, 
for diſplacing Richard Lane, Mayor, Wiltam 
Swymmer, Fohn Hicks, Esquires, Sir William Clut- 
terbuck, Abraham Saunders, TJokhn Comles, and 
Thomas Easton, Esquires, Aldermen, Samuel Wallis 
and John Shepherd, Exquires, Sheriffs, John Romsey, 
Esquire, Town Clerk, Edmund Arundell, Nathaniel 
Driver, Giles Merrick, Fames Twyford, George 
Hart, John Olliffe, Robert Dowding, John Brad- 
way, Henry Combes, Marmaduke Bowdler, John 
Holltster, James Pope, John Yeamans, Richard 
Gibbons, Folm Seward, John Whinting, George 
Morgan, and Edward Tocknal, Esquires (late She- 
| riffs, 
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county of the city aforeſaid, taken, and 
our gaol of the ſame city, of the pri- 
ſoners therein being, from time to time, 
to deliver, We have also Granted, That 


the ſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Commo- 
nalty, and their Succeſſors, may, for ever 


hereafter, have all, and all manner of 
fines, redemptions, iſſues, forfeitures, and 


amerciaments, 


riffs, and placing others therein named in their room, 
which was accordingly done. But in the year after, 
the Old Corporation was reſtored by the ſame 
King's Proclamation, | 


Anno Dom. 1710, Queen Anne renewed the 
charter of Bristol, confirming all former charters and 
liberties, and granting pardon to the Mayor, and 
&her officers, for having executed their offices with- 
out approbation under the royal ſignet, contrary to 
the charter of the thirty-ſixth of Charles the ſecond. 
An abſtratt of this charter from Queen Anne, is 
now laid reſpettfully before the inhabitants of the city 
of Bristol. | 


( 37 ) 
amerciaments, before the aforeſaid Juſ- 
tices, and every one of them, from time 
to time, for ever hereafter to be made, 
aſſeſſed, forfeited, and adjudged : And 
that it ſhall be lawful for the faid 
Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty, of 
our ity of Bristol, and their ſucceſſors, 
from time to time, as often as need 
ſhall be, all and ſingular fuch fines 
and forfeitures, adjudged and to be 
adjudged, or afleſſed, by the Sheriffs, 
. or other miniſters of the ſame city of 
Bristol, that now are, or 1 {hall 
be hereafter, to the uſe of the wick 
Mayor, Kc. and their f ucceſſors, to 
collect and levy, and to put themſelves 
in poſſeſſion of the ſame, without any 
account to be rendered, made or paid 
to us, or our ſucceſſors, And fur- 
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ther, We Will, That the Mayor, 


Recorder, and the Aldermen of our 


city of Bristol, eleven, ten, nine, eight, 
ſeven, ſix, tive, four, or three, of 
them, whereof the Mayor, or Recor- 
der, we will to be 802 or two of 
the five ſenior 1 aforeſaid, we 
vil to be two, have, and for ever 
hereafter, from time to time ſhall, and 
may have full power and authority to 
hold four Sexxions of the Peace in every 
year, within our city aforeſaid, at the 
uſual times, and by the ſtatutes in that 
caſe appointed, and in the fame man- 
ner, as heretofore has there been 1 
And allo, that they may have full 
power, within our city and ſuburbs 
thereof, to execute at all times, and 


28 often as need ſhall require, as any 


other 


Gas) 
other Juſtices appointed for the conſer- 
vation of the Peace, have, may, or can 
have, or ought to have, in any other 
place, within this our kingdom of Great- 
Britain, We Will, moreover, That 
every perſon, who hereafter {hall be 
elected to the office. of an Alderman of 
our ſaid city, ſhall take and perform 
the ſeveral oaths, for due execution of 
the office of an Alderman, and the 
truſt of a Juſtice of the Peace within 


the ſaid city, before the Recorder for 


the time being, or, in his abſence, 
before the Mayor of our city of Bris- 
ol; to which ſaid Recorder and Mayor, 
reſpectively, we do, by theſe preſents, 
give and grant full power and authority 


to give and adminiſter the ſaid oaths 


from time to time. 


F 2 | And 
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And know pe, farther, That we, 
of our eſpecial grace, have pardoned, and 
do pardon, the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and 
Commonalty of our city of Bristol afore- 
ſäaid, and their ſucceſſors, all their offen- 
ces dakie and committed before the date 
of theſe preſents, concerning their, or 
any, of their admiſſion, or admiſſions, to 
the execution of their offices aforeſaid, 
without our approbation, or without the 
approbation of our predeceſſors firſt ſig- 
nified under the Royal hand, | | contrary 
to the true intention of letters patent, 
bearing date at Weſtminſter the ſecond 
day of June, in the thirty-ſixth year of. 
the late king Charles the Second, 


| the Mayor, Kc. of the rity of Brutal 


And we have remiſſed to the Mayor, 
xc. of our city of Bristol, and their 


ſucceſſors, 


(44) - 


ſucceſſors, all, and all manner of power, 


reſerved to the late King Charles the 
Second, by the aforeſaid letters patent, 


\ 
concerning the approbation of the Mayor, 


Recorder, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common 
Council Men, Steward of the Sheriffs 


Court, Coroners, or any other ofa of 
the ſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Com- 
monalty of our city aforeſaid, to be 
ſignified under his Royal hand, or under 
the Royal hand of his heirs and ſucceſ- 
15 And alſo, of all manner of pow- 
ers and authority to the aforeſaid late 
King Charles the Second, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, alſo reſerved in the ſaid letters 
patent, from 'time' to time, and at all 
times, to remove, and amove, any Mayor, 
Recorder, and all, or any Alderman, or 
Aldermen, Sheriff or Sheriffs, Common 
| Council 


(42 ). 

Council Man or Commen Council Men, 

Common Clerk, Steward of the Sheriffs' 

Court,, or Coroner, of our city of 

Bristol aforeſaid, in the ſaid letters pa- 

tent nominated and appointed, or at 

any time hereafter to be nominated and 

elected, at the will and pleaſure of the 

| laid late King Charles the Second, or 

of his heirs and ſucceſſors; or by any 

DB * of him, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 

IJ to be made in Privy Council, and un- 
der the ſeal of the faid Privy Coun-— 

cil,, to be Ggnifed to them reſpectively 

to be amoved, or to be declared, amoved, 

or xemoved. We Will moreover, and 

do by theſe preſents grant, That the 

Common Council of our City of Bristol, 
or the major part of them, ſhall, for 

ever hereafter, have full power and 


authority 


Sn 
authority to change the times and places 
of all, or any of the markets, by them, 
or any of their predeceſſors before 
this time, or now uſed, have been, or 
are held or kept within our ſaid city 
of Bristol, or its liberties. And wr 
do algo grant and ordain, That all 
the markets aforeſaid ſhall hereafter, and 
0 tine to time, be held and kept 
on ſuch days, and in ſuch place, and 
places, within our city of Bristol afore- 
ſaid, or its liberties, as the Common 
Council of the faid city ſhall conſti- 
tute and. appoint by ordinance in wri- 
ting, from time to time made, or to 
be made, And we have farther 
"Granted, That the Common Council 
of our faid eity of Bristol, have, and 
ſhall have power and authority of erect- 


ing 


h (44) 
ing, making, conſtituting, and ordain- 
ing.” from time - to time, ſuch reaſonable 
laws, conſtitutions, and n to 
be put in writing, ſo that the ſame 
be not contrary, or repugnant to the Laws 
of this realm, for the better regulation 
and government of ſuch markets, or 
any of them, and the perſons coming 
to, and there having commerce, which 
| to the ſaid Common Council of our 
city of Bristol, for the tine being, or 
the major part of them, ſhall ſeem 
good, honest, and wholesome, accordin g to 
their sound discretzons, for the profit, 
benefit, and conveniency of the faid 
markets, and of perſons uſing the ſame, 
any thing in the before mentioned let- 


ters patent of the ſaid late King Charles | 


the ſecond contained, or any other thing 
.tq 


„ 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. And 
farther, out of our . abundant 
eſpecial grace, and certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, We Will, and by 
theſe preſents for us, our heirs, and 
ſucceſſors, do give, confirm, and ratify, 
to the ſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Com- 
monalty, of our city of Bristol afore- 
ſaid, and their ſucceſſors, ſuch, ſo many, 
the ſame, and like juriſdictions, liber- 
ties, powers, franchiſes, exemptions, pri- 
vileges, emoluments, and bereditaments, 
whatſoever, which by theſe ' preſents are 
not altered or changed, as the ſaid 
Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty, of 
our city of Bristol aforeſaid, at any 
time heretofore . hath uſed, had, W 
: joyed, by reaſon of any preſcriptions, or 
of any charters, or letters patent, by 

> a | any 


(ws) 
my of our anceſtors, Kings or | Queens, 
of  Euylandp" herewfors') mide, granted, 
or confirmed, or any other lawful way 
heretofore had, uſed, or accuſtomed, not- 
| withſtanding, the ſame, or any one of 
them, have, or hath been ill ufed, not 
uſed, or abuſed, or diſcontinued, ex- 
cept always, and with ſuch changes, 


alterations, emendations, and additions, 
as are above in theſe preſents made, 
expreſſed, and contained. In Testi⸗ 
moup whereof, We have caufed theſe 
our letters to be made patents, 


Witness ourſelf at Wesminster, the 
twe nty-fourth day of Fuly, © 

; the ninth year of our reign. 
| By Writ of Privy Seal, 
CO CK S. 


Twenty 
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Twenty marks ſterling to be paid as 


a fine in the Queen's Haniper. 


COWPER, 
Chancellor, 


M 


THE END. | 
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APPENDIX. 


A S mention is made in the charter 
granted to the Mayor, &, of Bristol, 
in the forty- ſeventh of Edward the 
Third (See note page 24 in the pre- 
ceding abſtract) that the Mayor, after 
his election, ſhall take his oath before 
his next predeceſſor Mayor in the Guild- 
hall, and not be preſented to the Con- 
ſtable of the Caſtle, to be by him 
accepted, as had heretofore been the 
cuſtom ;” a brief hiſtorical account of 
the Governors, Conſtables, or Wardens, 
of the ſaid Caſtle, may not be - 


ceptable. 


About 


( 59 ) 

1. About the year 920, EIA was 
Lord of the Caſtle of Bristol. He was 
a conſiderable warrior againſt the Danes; 
and died in the ſaid Caſtle, of the 
wounds he had received by his hoſti- 
lities with that people. 


2. Coernicus * ſucceeded Ella in the 
government of the Caſtle, but did not 


-- 


acquire 
* Two very ancient ſtone figures of theſe famous 

Wardens, * in good preſervation, may be ſeen at 

Briſlington, about a mile from Briſtol, on the Bath 

| | K. 

* The following Ode was made to the memory of 

whe former of these heroes, by the justly celebrated 

Rowley, about the year 1460. 

SONG to ELLA, 


LORD. OF BRISTOL CASTLE, IN OLD TIME, 
0 THOU,. or what remains of thee, 

ELIA, the darling of futurity ; 

Let this, my song, bold as thy courage be, 


As. everlasting to posterity, 


When 


(5) 
acquire ' the glory of his predeceſſor ; 
yet he was brave, and gave evidence of 
his 


When Datia's sons, ® whose locks of blood-red hue, 
Like king cups bursting with the morning dew, 
Arrang'd in drear array, 
Upon the lethal t day, 
Spread far and wide on Watchet's | ſhore ; 
There didſt thou, furious, stand, 
And with thy burly d hand, 
Besprinkle all the meeds J with gore. 
Drawn by thine anlace || fell, 
Down to the depths of hell 
Thousands of Dacians went ; 
Bristowans, men of might, 
Ydar'd “ the bloody fight, 
And afted deeds full quent, + 
O thou, where-e'er (thy bones at rest ) 
Thy spright 4 to haunt delighteth best, 
Whether upon the blood « embrewed plain, 


The Danes. + Mortal, deadly. 
} A place where Ella routed the Danes. & Bulky. 
I Meadows, A ſword in form of a ſcythe. . 
* Dared, '+ Strange, wonderful, + Spirit. 
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his piety alſo, by rebuilding St, Wer- 
burgh's church. Some ſay, that Corn- 


ſtreet took its name from him, 


3. Harward 


Or where thou ken'st, from far, 
The horrid cry of war, 

Or 5eest some mountain made of corse & of slain ; 
Or seest the hatched Steed, | « 
Vprancing o'er the meed, 

And neigh to be among the pointed Spears: 

: Or, in Black armour, alt around 
Embattled Briſtol, once the ground, 

And glow ardurous on the Castle steers ; 

Or, fiery, round the Minster * glare ; 
Let Briſtol still be made thy care: 

Guard it from foemen, + and consuming fire ; 
Like Avon's stream, X ey 
| Ensyrke f it round, 

A Nor tet a flame 
Enharm the ground, 
Till, in one burning, all the world | exftre. 


Dead carcaſes. 4A horſe in armour. 


Or Monaſtery, probably the poet means that of 
St. Auguſtine, now the Cathedral of Bristol. 
+ Enemies, += 46517 A Zarin 


Ef 
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3. Harward and Smallaricus, ſucceeded 
Coernicus, as Lord Wardens of the 
ſaid Caſtle: the former was ſlain near 
Redeliff, in fighting againſt the Pagans : 
as to the latter, nothing is left of 
him, but his name. 4. Vincent, 
5. Adelwyn, 6. To them ſucceeded 


Egwyn. A great earthquake happened 
in Bristol in his days, which threw down 
many houſes, To Egwyn ſucceeded: 
7. Aylwardus. Mention is made of 
his valeur, and of him erecting a ſmall 
mottaſtery on his "own ground at Cran- 
bourn, about the yeat 980; alſo, that 
he left a ſon named Algar, The 8th 
Governor of the! Caſtle was Adelbryghte. 
The gth, Amſtuarde; and the 10th, 
the above mentioned Algar. 11. Le- 
ofwyn, ſon of Earl Godwyn. During 
. H his 


_ 
his holding the Caſtle, the aforeſaid 
Earl Godwyn and His family, with many 
of the nobility, entered into a ſolemn 
league againſt King Edward the Con- 
feſſor, in the year 1050, for being ſo 
partial to the French, and inttoducing 
their language and laus. 

Earl Godwyn, and his ſon Leoſwyn, 
being obliged to leave the kingdom: 
12. „Britric ſucceeded in the Wardenſhip 
of the ſaid Caſtle: he favoured the 
inhabitants of Bristol much; but, owing 
to a piece of reſentment, William the 
Conqueror's Queen had againſt him, his 
eſtates were ſeized upon, and he Mas 
committed priſoner to Wincheſter, wher e 
lacked. rol begebe 


. 7 ; 
+ y \4*#© 34:3 


* l 1 -, 
1164 10 nok t 


William 


' E983 

William the Conqueror held the Caſtle 
of Bristol, for ſome” time, in his on 
bands, and at the time of his death, 
1087, » 13. Godfrey, Biſhop of Con- 
Slance, appears next to have the poſſeſ- 
ſion of it : He was a great man in his 
day = and took? care, at the deceaſe of 
the faid King William, to ſecure the 
Caſue for the Conquerors eldeſt ſon, 
namel Duke Robert; but Robert com- 
promiſing matters with his aſpiring bro- 
ther William” Küss bur Lord Warden, 
the - Biſhop ol bondanct. retreated into 
Normandy, as it is ſuppoſed, "being not 


heard of afterwards, * 
E 

14. Robert 

* There is an antient ſtone figure of him at Briſ- 


lington, well preſerved: he appears with a chalice in 


one hand, in the aft of taking off the cover with 
the other. 


H » 
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14. Robert Fitz Haymon, in the year 
1989, ſucceeded the aforementioned Biſhop 
a$ Warden of the Caſtle ; he was among 
the celebrated in his time, and died in 
tear ia 3} 25G 2722078, rb 


? L 
110 


"I 1 I 10, Robert, the natural 
Be of King Henry, the Fit, enjoyed 
the Wardenſhip after Rohert Fitz Hayman, 
and proved  bimelf a, nobleman of the 
greateſt warth aud valour. He ſo. much 
repajred, the Laid C Caſtle, as to acquire the, 
bows. of being its founder, and ig 
mentioned, by biſtoriars with. the: e 
. 05 He died of A tever, in 1147. 
and was buried in the choir of St. James's 


Priory, Bristol, which he had founded 


% * ; n N * 


; 'Millo, 

There is an ancient flone hgure of him at 
| Briflington alſo, holding a ſtone model of a caſtle in 
his hand, 


in x129, “ 


( 57 ) 
- Millo, Earl of Hereford, was appointed 


to the cuſtody of the Caſtle of Bristol, 


in the wars with King Stephen, 1147, 
where he made great repairs and improve- 


ments. 


16. The neut Lord was William, el- 
deſt ſon and heir of the before men- 
tioned Robert, but he died in 1173, 
and King John, marrying the faid Wil- 
liam's daughter Iſabel, got poſſeſſion of 
the Caſtle of Bristol 5 himſelf, 1189. 
Thus did the Caſtle, with the city, be- 
come a royal demeſne, and from hence- 
forth the Kings of England reſerved it 
for their own uſe, chooſing the Con- 
ſtable and other officers, keeping a gar- 
riſon there: and we find the ſaid King 
making Hugo de Haſtings, Conſtable of 
Bristol Caſtle; but in the ſeventh year 

of 


(58) 
of Richard the Firſt, the Haid Caſtle; was 
beſieged ; and in the eighth year of the 


reign of Henry the Third, 1224, one 


Ralph de Willington Was Governor and 
Conſtable of this Caſtle; but in 1229, 


the faid Caſtle had another Conſtable, in 
the perſon of one Hugo de Burge. 


In 1244. Henry the Third ordains, 
that as oſten as the Burgeſſes of Bris- 
to! ſhall; chooſe. a Mayor (the time of 
war only excepted) they ſhall bring him 
before the Conſtable of the Caſtle, to be 
fiworn and admitted.“ Anno Dom. 


D3y" D 5 | 1260, 


lt is evident, that the Conſtables, K nights, and 
Serjeants, which were in Callles, whether they be- 
longed to the Kings, or to the Barons, did! in former 
ages exerciſe arbitrary power over the towns adjacent, 
as well as this of Bristol: lence, they ,made captures 
of hay, corn, beer, and other things : therefore, that 
the city might be free from ſuch e ſeizures; 


the 
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(5) 

1260, and in the 44th of Henry the IHird, 
Roger de Leeburne, a Baron, was made 
Conſtable of the Caſtle of Bristol: and 
ſoon after) one Bartholomew de Inovence 
was made Conſtable, And in 1271, 
Dominus Johannes de Muſegres was 
Conſtable, who was fucceeded by Peter 
de la Mare, in the ſeventeenth Edward 
the Firſt, 1289. The Scotch Earl of 
| Mar was confined in Bristol Caſtle, from 


the year 1306 to 1314. 


1295. Bartholomew Badleſmore was 
made Governor; he was a very great 
man in his time: and in the thirteenth 

of 
the Burgeſſes agreed, fo the 'Teventcenth of Edward 
the Firſt, to pay to the Conſtable of the Caſtle of 
er, tventy - des pounds nine ſhullings and ten 


pence yearly, as a ſum proportionate to what their 


conſumption of ſuch N as corn, hay, ber; Ec. 
might amount to, 


( 60 ) 

of Edward the Third, Richard de Kyng- 
heſton was Conſtable of the Caſtle: In 
the thirty-fifth year of Edward the Third, 
Edmund Flambard held the | Caſtle, as 
Conſtable for life, paying twenty pounds 
per annum to the Crown, - beſides fees for 
the watchmen, and the officers of the 
foreſt of Kingſwood and Filwood: he re- 
ſigned the fame, and one Robert de 
Foulehurſt was appointed in his room. 
In the forty-third year of Edward the 
Third, Hugh de Segrave was appointed 
Governor of this Caſtle for life. And the 
fifteenth of july, the forty- ſeventh of 
Edward the Third, John de Thorp was 


made Conſtable. It Was this year or- | 


dained by charter, That each, newly 
| elected Mayor of Bristol, ſhould * ſworn 
into his office, before his next prede- 
cefſor Mayor, in the Guildhall, and not | 


{ vr } 
be preſented to the Conſtable of the Caſtle 
(as heretofore) to be by him accepted. 


Henry the Fourth, 1413, conſtituted 
Hugh Lutterel, Conſtable of the Caſtle of 
Bristol. And in the twenty-firſt of Henry 
the Sixth, Sir John St. Loe was made 
Conſtable for life. He was ſucceeded by. 


a Sir Humphrey Stafford, who was ap- 
pointed to that office by Edward the 4th. 


In the reign of King Henry, the Seventh, 
Giles, Lord D'Aubeney, held the Caſtle of 
Bristol, as did afterwards Sir John Sey- 
mour : the aid Sir John, in the ninth 
year of Henry the Eighth, 1 518, ob- 
tained a grant of the Conſtablewick of 
the Caſtle for his own life; after which, 
to his ſon Edward, to hold in as ample 


1 A man- 


a | .{ 68 } 
2 manner as the ſaid Giles, Lord D Au- 
beney, held the fame. 


In the fourth year of Edward the Sixth, 

Sir William Herbert was granted the cuſ- 

tody of this Caſtle. And in 1 545, and 

, 1553, a mint was eſtabliſhed in the Caſ- 
_ tle, and a printing preſs ſet up. a” 


In the reign of Elizabeth, Sir John 
Stafford was made Conſtable, in which 
office he continued a long time; * and 


Charles 


* It was during his government of the Caſtle, in the 


ſented to the Privy Council, from the Mayor and 
Cormmonalty of the city of Bristol, complaining, that 
the ſaid Sir John Stafford, Keeper of his Majeſty's 
Caflle of Bristol, being ſeldom or never there, but 
leaving a mean Deputy in his room, hath of late ſuf- 
fered many indigent people, to the number of forty- 
nine families, conſilling of about two hundred and 


forty 


year 1602, March the fixth, that a petition was pre- 


( 63 ) 
Charles the Firſt, by charter, -united it 
with the city; yet we find it under a 
Mr. Colſton, as a Deputy Governor; Mr. 
Colſton was ſucceeded by Major General 


Skippon, 
forty perſons, to inhabit within the faid Caſtle, who, 
for the moſt part, are perſons of lewd life and con- 
verſation, and in no way able to relieve themſelves, 


but by begging and ſtealing, to the great annoyance 
of the citizens; the rather for that the ſaid Caſtle, - 
being exempted from the liberties of the city, though 
in the centre of the ſame, doth ſerve for a recepta- 
cle and refuge of malefaftors, as well of the city, as 
others, that fly thither to eſcape juſtice; it was 
ordered, to the Petitioners* humble requeſt, that for 
avoiding the preſent inconvenience, and preventing the 
hke in future, the Lord High Treaſurer of England, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, calling the ſaid 
Sir John Stafford before him, ſhould take order for 
removing the perſons then reſiding in the ſaid Caſtle; 
unto ſuch places where they laſt dwelt; and alſo, that 
there may be not hereafter any more admitted to in- | 
habit there, but only ſuch as Sir John Stafford will 
undertake for their good behaviour, to the end, the 


city be not further charged, or moleſted by them, or 
his Majeſty's Calle peſtered with any ſuch baſe cot- 


tagers, and ſcandalous inmates, 
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0 64 9 
Skippon,* but u NI. Seroop was the laſt 
Conſtable the Caſtle ever had; for; 
during the Protectorſluip its fortifications 
were all demdliſhed. 6325365] 8 00 


„The very man commiſſioned, in the year 1646, 
by thoſe then in power, to carry the ſum of two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds to the Scots, to obtain e * 
render of the ſaid unhappy Charles, which was effected 
the ſame yar. 
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